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1. SUMMARY. ALTHOUGH NCNA COVERAGE OF THE HELICOPTER INCIDENT 
WAS LOW KEY AND ESCHEWED COMMENTARY (REETEL), THE LOCAL PRO-PRC 
PRESS CARRIED THREE COMMENTARIES OVER THE WEEKEND WHICH WERE 
UNUSUALLY POSITIVE IN THEIR TREATMENT OE PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
HANDLING OF THE SITUATION. END SUMMARY. 

2. THREE COMMENTARIES CARRIED IN "TA KUNG PAO" AND THE "NEW 
EVENING POST" ON lULY 15, 16 AND 18 COMMENTED FAVORABLY ON 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S "CONSCIENTIOUS AND SERIOUS ATTITUDE" 
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TOWARDS THE INCIDENT. BY ADMITTING THAT THE HELICOPTER 
OVERELEW NORTH KOREAN AIRSPACE IN ERROR AND EXPRESSING 
REGRET, THE PAPERS SAID THE U.S. HAD ACTED RESPONSIBLY, 

THUS ALLOWING NORTH KOREA TO RESPOND PROMPTLY TO SETTLE 
THE INCIDENT. THE PAPERS CONTRASTED THIS U.S. ATTITUDE 
WITH FORMER PRESIDENT EORD'S REACTION AFTER THE DMZ INCIDENT 
LAST AUGUST, AS WELL AS WITH WHAT WAS CALLED THE "BULLYING" 
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STYLE OF THE U.S. IN PREVIOUS INCIDENTS IN WHICH THE U.S. 

ALLEGEDLY BLAMED OTHERS WITHOUT REGARD FOR THE FACTS OF THE 
CASE. THE U.S. RESPONSE WAS FURTHER COMPARED TO SOVIET 
"AGGRESSION” THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, PARTICULARLY ITS BULLING 
OF JAPAN OVER THE MIG-25 INCIDENT. 

3. CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION WAS GIVEN IN THE COMMENTARIES TO 
THE REACTIONS OF VARIOUS USG OFFICIALS TO THE KOREAN 
INCIDENT. ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF ROGERS AND CIA DIRECTOR 
TURNER WERE CITED ALONG WITH CONGRESSMAN BAUMAN AS URGING 
RECONSIDERATION OF THE TROOP WITHDRAWAL POLICY. THE DEFENSE 
SECRETARY, THE CHAIRMAN OF JCS AND THE PRESIDENT, HOWEVER, 

WERE REPORTED TO HAVE EMPHASIZED THAT THERE WOULD BE NO 
NO CHANGE IN POLICY. 

4. COMMENT. THE COMMENTARIES SEEM TO GO OUT OF THEIR WAY TO 
PRAISE THE U.S. ATTITUDE IN THIS INCIDENT AND INDIRECTLY TO 
LEND THEIR SUPPORT TO PRESIDENT CARTER IN WHAT THEY CALLED A 
STRUGGLE WITHIN THE USG OVER WITHDRAWAL. IN CONTRAST TO 
RECENT COMMENTARIES SUPPORTING THE NORTH KOREAN POSITION THAT 
ALL U.S. FORCES SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN IMMEDIATELY, THESE 
ARTICLES MERELY EXPRESS OPTIMISM THAT THE ADMINISTRATION WILL 
WIN THE DOMESTIC POLITICAL BATTLE WITH ITS OPPONENTS AND 
EVENTUALLY WITHDRAW THE GROUND TROOPS. 
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